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 Hi, all!
I reckon the Club is going pretty well at present, 
and we’ve had some great nights recently. There 
are plenty more lined up for you, so let’s see: 

We begin the season on February 7th with one of 
our regular “Singers and Musicians” evenings, 
aka “Singarounds”. Most of you will know the 
score: this is when the Club regulars and 
occasionals get up and perform a couple of songs
each from the “Folk “repertoire” and that covers a 
very wide field. 
Basically it’s about songs that have lasted and will
last, with great melodies and words that say 
something. Some are very old while others are 
very new and some are written by our own Club 
members. These are our usual nights, so I’ll now 
concentrate on our special nights.

The first of these will be in February 14th, when 
we have a Hot Spot with Club regular John 
Dunleavy. This is when a singer gets the chance 
to have a half hour or so to put their songs over. 
John has been on the scene for a long time and 
has a very varied repertoire of fine songs with 
very effective guitar accompaniment. 

John was of great help when we set up our Zoom 
evenings back in 2020. It’s ironic that when we 
booked him last year he wasn’t well and couldn’t 
do the evening, so come along and hear him now.
You’ll be glad you did!   

We welcome Carrie
Martin from Hull as
guest on February
28th. 

Carrie fronted bands in the 1990’s, and then took 
a family break. Hearing Gordon Giltrap some 
years ago encouraged her to start singing again, 
and she’s now known as a singer with a beautiful 
voice, impressive finger-picking guitar work, and a
powerful song-writer. It sounds pretty good to me, 
and I’m very much looking forward to the evening!

Our regular Chris 
Downs has a Hot 
Spot on March 14th.
Chris is a mainstay 
of the Club and has 
been working on his
act for some time, 
often in partnership 
with his wife Karen. 

He has a quirky taste in material, so this should 
be an interesting night. Come along and be 
surprised!

Fil Campbell and Tom McFarland will guest on 
March 28th. They are from Rostrevor in Co. Down
and have a lot of experience behind them. Fil has 
made several albums over the years, and also 
hosted programmes on radio and TV. She’s a 
multi instrumentalist as well as a singer. Tom’s 
speciality is percussion and he’s backed many 
Irish performers. They do a mix of original, 
contemporary and traditional material, so we 
should have a great night! 

Our next guests will be Winter Wilson on April 
11th. Kip Winter - another lady – and Dave Wilson 
are singer-song writers with a lot of instrumental 
punch. 
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Kip plays accordion,
guitar and flute, while
Dave does guitar and
banjo. They regularly
tour abroad as well as
in the UK, and while
they’ve plenty of CD’s
to their credit, they’re
known for their
entertaining and
rousing live performances, so don’t miss this 
chance to hear them.

We have a Hot Spot with Di Henderson on April
18th. Di is a Club friend who is widely recognised 
on the scene as one of the most significant 
female solo unaccompanied singers. 

She has a powerful 
voice, a commanding 
stage presence, and a 
truly compelling 
repertoire. She sings 
traditional, but also 
more modern songs 
about people and 
places, not least her 
north east background.

Di has a love of life and keen sense of humour 
that makes her such a great act to see. This will 
be exceptional!

Sally Ironmonger and Brian Carter will be our 
guests on May 2nd. They’ve been together 20 
years and have four albums out. Brian has been a
professional or semi-professional guitarist all his 
working life, and it was he who encouraged Sally, 
who’d always loved to sing, to do so seriously. 
Their repertoire is mostly self-penned, but with 
lively with traditional influences and they find 
audiences like to sing along, which sounds good 
to me. I’m going to enjoy this!

Club regulars Ron and Jean Cable have Hot 
Spot on May 16th. Ron has been writing, 
performing and indeed recording his passionate 
songs for a long time, but Jean then thought she’d
have a try. 

She now has a CD out as well, and there‘s the 
same deep interest in ordinary people and their 
lives. They’ve a fine stage presence and I reckon 
this is a night you should definitely get to. 

Looking ahead,
we welcome the
entertaining
Anglo-German
duo Karen
Pfieffer and
Paul Walker on 
June 6th 

while regular Alison 
Barnes has a Hot Spot 
on June 20th.  

Looking back, I sadly had to miss the first half of 
Marie Dunn and Shannon Johnson’s evening, 
but I can report that the second showed some 
stunning musicianship and passionate singing of 
some deep and powerful songs. There was 
nothing hackneyed here, and I’m sorry I didn’t see
the first half!

Club regular Bob Fortune had our October Hot 
Spot and it was another special occasion. Bob 
can do Buddy Holly, Trad and Blues, but we did 
enjoy his singing of his own songs. 
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Some of those, like
“Blakey Ridge” and “Tees
Bay” are now becoming
popular with several
Teesside folkies, and
indeed have been
recorded by Vin Garbutt
and Marie Little. With
friends of Bob doing
songs themselves, we
had a fine time!

I had to miss half of Nick Allmark’s evening in 
October, but the second was a fine mix of 
traditional, and his own songs with sensitive 
accompaniment.  

We often see Nick when 
he’s in the area, and he 
brings some great new 
material for us. I hope he 
can do the ones I 
missed!

Our annual “We Will Remember Them” evening 
was a fine tribute to the generations that endured 
the two world wars, as well as the conflicts since. 
The many singers didn’t avoid the tragedy, loss 
and bitter ironies that come with war, but also the 
often wry humour that kept people going. We 
were sometimes moved to tears, I reckon, but we 
could laugh as well.

Trish McLean and Judith Haswell’s evening 
was a great success. Both are fine performers 
with compelling voices who relate well to their 
audience

 

They have a very fresh repertoire, several songs 
being written by themselves. They’ve plenty of 
serious songs, yes, but humour too and perhaps 
our favourite was Trish singing “I’m From 
Middlesbrough, Me”. 

Our Christmas Party was as good as ever, I think.
We’d plenty of old friends, plenty of seasonal 
songs, plenty of excellent food and plenty of good
cheer. It was an excellent night to round off 
another good year for the Club.

Our Singers’ and Musicians evenings have 
generally been pretty good. The line-up naturally 
varies from week to week, but we have a fair core
of regulars. It’s encouraging that several of them 
started not that long ago, and are now effective 
singers and players, and more than one or two 
are very fine songwriters. 

We do get a number of irregulars whom we’re 
always glad to see, and sometimes occasional 
visitors who add a bit of spice to the mix, like 
Roger Sutcliffe, Pete Davies, and ex-Bad Penny
Bob Surgeoner. As I’ve often said, just what 
you’ll see and hear at a Singaround is 
unpredictable, but there’ll always be great songs 
and good humour.    

      Pete Davies                         Roger Sutcliffe
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 So – come and join us! We meet each Tuesday evening at the 

Redcar Borough Park Bowling Club, Thwaites Lane, off Redcar Lane, TS10 2FD. 

Turn off Redcar Lane at the big red Racecourse sign, and we’re down the bottom to the left. 
We’ve plenty of parking space, a fine comfortable modern room, a warm welcome and an 
excellent bar run by our ever-capable hostess Gemma. 

Doors open about 7-30 p.m., singing starts about 7-45 p.m., and we finish at 10-45 p.m

For those who still have to avoid live gatherings, or who want still more folk song, we’re still 
continuing the Cutty Wren SingaZoomaround sessions on Thursday evenings. 

These open at 7-45 p.m. and the singing runs from 8 to 9-45 p.m. As attendees come from 
several different parts of Britain and abroad it’s a lively on-line community ably hosted by the 
inimitable Tony Morris. Contact our Secretary Nigel Carden on info@cuttywrenfolkclub.com 
for the link if you’ve not tried this before. 

That’s our normal contact address, and we have a website at www.cuttywrenfolkclub.com  
You can also ring me on 01642 471769. 

Thanks as ever to all who make the Club such a great place: our Kind hosts at the bowling 
Club, especially Gemma, to Alison who does the really clever stuff on the newsletter, to Denis 
who takes the photos, the Committee, the M.C.’s, the raffle sellers, Marj on the door, and all 
the regulars who make up our great Club

See you soon 

George F

mailto:info@cuttywrenfolkclub.com
http://www.cuttywrenfolkclub.com/

