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Hi, all
It’s been a good summer for the Club, and we
have a great line up for the autumn, so here goes:
As usual we’ll have a lot of Singers’ and
Musicians’ Nights when regulars, locals and
visitors get up and perform.

Nick is a fine singer and guitarist. He does
traditional material, but also writes some good
songs, some about his native Shropshire, some of
his American travels, and some about his time in
Scotland. Nick has popped into the Club regularly
when he’s in the area, and his fine performances
have received a lot of praise, so don’t miss this
chance to see him.

As folk music is about ordinary people
entertaining themselves and their friends we’ve
found that the best of the old songs and the best
of the new inspired by them still work at least as
well as any other sort of repertoire. So what we
do covers a long stretch of history, but also brings
great new material as well.
If what we sing and play floats your boat, come
and join us and get up and sing if you’ve a mind.
New friends are always welcome, audience as
well as performers.
But we do have special nights as well, and we
regularly give local singers a longer spot then the
usual two songs.
As ever we’ll have our “We Will Remember
Them” night on November 8th. This isn’t a night
to glorify war, but to remember those millions of
ordinary people who gave their lives to resist
tyranny.
The first this season is
Bob Fortune on
October 4th.

There are a lot of opinions about all wars, but our
host Trevor Taylor is as well qualified as anyone
to sing those songs from the music halls and from
soldiers themselves which kept everyone going in
those dark times. And we’ll hear plenty of modern
takes on what it was – and is – all about.

Bob has been on the scene a lot of years and
knocked around the world a fair bit as well. So
when he writes a song there’s some authority
behind it. Despite his travels he still loves our
area, its people and its history, and when Marie
Little and the late Vin Garbutt record his songs
you know this is someone you need to hear.

October 18th brings
Nick Allmark as
guest.

We welcome Trish McLean and Judith Haswell
as our guests on November 22nd. Both are well
known from their time at Guisborough Club as
fine singers, guitarists and songwriters with a
definitely novel repertoire.
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Judith was in the trio “Guisborough Girls” a little
while back, and then had her own band with two
excellent CD’s, followed by a very distinctive one
with Trish, who is a compelling solo performer
herself. I’m really looking forward to this!
On December 6th we’ll have the Club AGM at our
normal Singers’ and Musicians’ Night. We’ll begin
this at 7-45 p.m. This will be your chance to have
your say about the Club and re-elect the
committee – or otherwise! It’s not too
burdensome, so don’t miss it! And we’ll have
some fine singing afterwards as usual.

And January 24th brings our annual Burns Night,
which will be hosted again by our own evercapable Gordon Mallory. We hope to arrange
the haggis and trimmings as Gordon is a fine
haggis-stabber, but he’s equally a fine interpreter
of Burns songs so we’ll have a great night
anyway!

Looking ahead, we’ve planned a Hot Spot on
Feb 14th, with Fran and Colin Edwards
Our Christmas
Party will be on
December 20th.
This is always a special occasion. In the old days
it was when the youngsters studying away came
back and rejoined the Club, and it’s still a night
when people make a special effort to come along
and keep in touch. It’s ever a merry night, and it
will be great to see as many of our friends as
possible.

and Carrie Martin as guest on Feb 28th.

As the Bowls Club is closed on the 27th
December we won’t meet then, but will have a
Singers’ and Musicians’ Night on January 3rd
2023.

Looking back, our American Independence Night
on July 5th with Stan Gee and his New Prairie
Home Companions
We welcome our regular New Year guest Marie
Little on January 10th. Marie hardly needs an
introduction, but she’s a lovely lady with fine
guitar playing, a great voice and a wicked sense
of humour. She combines some great American
songs with powerful ones influenced by her
working class background in Lancashire. As she
never forgets what ordinary people in difficult
times go through, I reckon that perhaps that’s
makes her so compelling. Not a night to miss.
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This was a real treat, with some great classic US
songs. Stan and the gang were on fine form, and
some nostalgic memories of Roy Rodgers came
flooding back. It was a night just to relax and
enjoy.
Jez Lowe on July 19th showed he’s a singer,
instrumentalist and songwriter who is still at the
top of his game. We had lots of old favourites,
lots of laughs and lots to think about as well. Jez
always knew how to make a point subtly but
sharply.

Yet there was also the compelling “Trail of the
Navaho” and she showed she’s no superficial
performer by finishing with the angry song “Penny
Evans” with all the passion the song demands.
With all that and a good band of her supporters
there, we had an excellent night.
The Singers’ and Musicians’ Nights have been
generally well-supported throughout the summer.
On August 8th there was a good turn-out, and we
presented a bunch of flowers to our ever-kind bar
lady Gemma.

O

On our 57th Anniversary night a week later we
had lots of old friends, memories and very
enjoyable singing.
The Club has brought so much pleasure down the
years, and long may it continue.
The inimitable trio “Beyond the Pail” finished off
the night and entertained us with a Hot Spot the
following week. There was plenty of rousing
singing, general folk mayhem and no shortage of
laughs from the audience!

A week later we had four men singers, and nine
women. Folk isn’t only for blokes! And while the
last Tuesday in the month was very quiet, those
who performed had four songs each and all there
had a good time.
So – I invite all
who like good,
live and real
music to join
us.

Finally this time, Maggie Gee’s Hot Spot on
Sept 6th was a triumph.

Accompanied by
harmonica whizz
Ronnie, (and Marie
Little on one number),
she said she’d do
humour and she did,
giving us all plenty of
laughs.

We meet each Tuesday evening at the Redcar
Borough Park Bowling Club, Thwaites Lane,
off Redcar Lane, Redcar TS10 2FD. Turn off
Redcar Lane at the big red racecourse sign, and
we’re down the bottom to the left. We’ve plenty of
parking space, a fine comfortable modern room,
Gemma’s great bar and a warm welcome.
Doors open about 7-15 p.m., singing starts
about 7-45 p.m., and we finish at 10-45 p.m.
There is a thermometer in the lobby to check your
temperature as we know Covid hasn’t completely
disappeared.
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For those who still have to avoid being with lots of people in real life, or just want an extra
helping of music and company, we’re continuing the Cutty Wren Thursday Zoom
sessions. These open at 7:45 p.m. and the singing runs from 8 to about 9:45 p.m.
Attendees come from across the country and abroad. It’s now a happy on-line community
ably M.C.’d by the unique Tony Morris.
Contact our Secretary Nigel Carden for the link: he’s on info@cuttywrenfolkclub.com.
That’s our usual contact email, and we have a website at www.cuttywrenfolkclub.com.
You can ring me on 01642 471769 as well.
Thanks as ever go to our kind hosts at the Bowling Club, especially Gemma, to Alison who
does the clever stuff with this publication, Denis Marlborough who takes such good photos
for it.
It’s only right to mention as well the committee, the M.C’s, the raffle sellers, to Marj on the
door and to all the regulars who keep the Club going.

See you soon
George F

